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HOWARD THE PHILANTHROPIST,
phi-lan-thro-pist in-dus-tri-ous     dis-ci-pline             mor-tal-i-ty

ex-ev-tions          gra-tu-i-tous-ly   be-nev-o-lence       quar-an-tine

com-pan-ions      en-cour-aged       Med-i-ter-ra-ne-an ma-lig-nant
Im-man-i-ty        su-per-flu-ous     laz-a-ret-to            ad-min-is-ter

"i. John Howard, an English gentleman of
fortune, is famous for the exertions he made to
lessen human suffering. On a voyage to Lisbon
when a young man, he was taken by the French,
and thrown into a wretched dungeon at Brest,
where he and his companions had to lie for
several nights on a stone floor, and were nearly
starved. The hardships which he suffered, and
saw others suffering, on this occasion, made a
great impression on his mind, and when he re-
turned to his country, he exerted himself so much
with the British Government, that a complaint
was made, and the French were induced to treat
English prisoners with more humanity*

2.    For some years afterwards; he lived at his
estate at  Cardington, near Bedford, diffusing
happiness all around him.    He settled a number
of worth} and industrious persons in little cot-
tages on his ground, and watched over their com-
fort with the greatest care.    He built schools,
where children were taught to read gratuitously ;
and he distributed a large portion of his income
in charity, living, for his own part, on a very
moderate sum.

3.   At length, about the year 1773, his attention
was called to the state of the jails in his native
country.    He found them to be, as jails then were
everywhere, dens of misery, where health was lost,